
 

 

       
       

 New Workshop 
 
Recently, we began a new series of weekly 
workshops with a group of women from a 
Mennonite church in a neighborhood of Bogota 
called Ciudad Berna. The majority of the women 
in the group are senior citizens, each one more 
precious and feisty than the one before. We've 
been doing the workshops on themes they 
chose, giving light to them from both a secular 
and Christian perspective. 
 
Our first workshop theme with them was the 
theme of friendship. For the workshop, each 
woman chose a picture, out of a number which 
we had brought, which to her exemplified 
friendship, then explain why to a partner and 
later to the group. The workshop really got me 
reflecting on my own friendships and how they 
have changed and developed since I arrived to 
Colombia. 

Our second workshop with them focused on 
the theme of sisterhood and sorority. This is a 
theme particularly relevant to our work with 
CEPALC, as our ecumenical collective of 
women is called “Sorority, Ecumenism, and 
Democracy”. We spoke of our experiences of 
sorority from both a feminist and a Christian 
perspective, and how we as women can mutually 
support one another in our life journeys.  
 
I am excited to continue working with this 
group and see where our time leads us! We will 
be starting soon with the theme of conflict 
resolution, looking both at how we can resolve 
conflicts in our personal lives, and how we can 
resolve larger-scale conflicts. As this is part of 
my studies at DePaul, I'm really glad to be able 
to use my understanding for this. 

New Faces 

At the beginning of June, new volunteers 
arrived! Two young women arrived from 
Switzerland, one of them friends with the 
previous volunteer with CEPALC who had been 
here for my first six months. On her 
recommendation, they are spending part of their 
summer vacation here, working with CEPALC 
for two months.  
 
So far, we have enjoyed each other's company a 
lot. We have attended meetings with my boss, 
planned workshops, eaten lunch, translated 
ridiculously long documents (from Spanish to 
French; my use was that I could help them 
quickly translate words which they didn't know 
from Spanish to English, which made it easier to 
translate to French in turn), and hung out 
outside of work together.  
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Continuing the RevolUMCion:  
Kara' s Mission Intern Updates 

I have always appreciated the community which 
we have among the members of the CEPALC 
team, and I am excited to welcome them in as 
part of the team and continue working with 
them for the next couple of months! 

 

June 2012 

Kara  a Mission Intern 
with The United 
Methodist Church, 
part of the Young 
Adult Missionary 
Program, which gives 
young adults an 
opportunity to do 2-3 
years of service and 
justice work. The 
Mission Intern 
program is 3 years, half 
international and half 
domestic (US-2, the 
partner program, is 2 
years and only in the 
US). For the 
international 
placement, she is in 
Bogotá, Colombia 
working with an 
organization called the 
Centro Popular para 
America Latina de 
Comunicación 
(People's 
Communication 
Center of Latin 
America, henceforth 
referred to as 
CEPALC). 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

New Updates, Same Ol' Story 
 

On June 23, we had our second ecumenical 
women's workshop of the year, continuing with 
the theme of “Weaving Feminisms and New 
Masculinities”, particularly looking at how we 
can approach the spaces in which women and 
men meet. We used a video which CEPALC 
made recently on new masculinities and what we 
can do to construct them. Unfortunately it isn't 
yet subtitled in English, but for those of you 
who understand Spanish (or who like lots of 
pictures!) you can watch it at this link: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jLhFzHqu
qtw  
 
In addition to that, we talked about exemplary 
women throughout history who have been 
involved in promoting women's rights and the 
rights of other marginalized groups. It was an 
important tool, because through it, the women 
at the workshop were able to identify with the 
struggles in which these women went through, 
and would feel empowered as agents of change 
in their own lives and circumstances. 
 
As a concrete and relateable example of new 
masculinities, we used the example of Jesus. In 
the Biblical narrative, Jesus was always 
challenging the power structures of his time; he 
ate with sinners, he respected children, he 
included women in his ministry, he generally 
spent the majority of his life and ministry with 
the people who were marginalized and rejected 
by society. 
 
The workshop went over really well...better than 
I could have imagined or expected. We only 
have one left for the year, and, as a result, I only 
have one left for my time with CEPALC, but I 
look forward to the possibility it brings. 

 

Prayers: 
• For all current 

Young Adult 
Missionaries, as well 
as other UMC 
missionaries serving 
throughout the US 
and world. 

• For my church here 
in Colombia, as we 
continue 
transitioning after a 
change in pastor. 

• For the 2010 US-2 
class and the 2009 
Mission Intern class, 
as they will soon 
wrap up their time 
as young adult 
missionaries and 
transition to the 
next step of their 
lives. 

• For Colombia, 
particularly for 
those who continue 
to suffer from 
displacement and 
economic, political, 
and social  
marginalization. 

 

 

Our March children's workshop went over really 
well. I was, unfortunately, unable to be present 
for the April one because of my trip to General 
Conference, and I was sick during the May one 
(some sort of food poisoning or flu-like bug – 
yugh!) but the kids are always a joy to work with, 
and I'm really excited for our upcoming June 
workshop, as it has been a long time since I last 
saw the kids I work with, so getting to see them 
again will be fun, as 
usual!

 

I continue doing a fair bit of translation from 
Spanish-to-English around CEPALC, for a 
variety of purposes, and will hopefully soon be 
picking up the pace with my translation some, 
because I hope to be able to share some of the 
resources that we put out, such as certain articles 
from our magazine, Encuentro, with my 
supporters!  
 
One of the things that I translate for every issue 
of Encuentro is a translation of the analysis of 
Colombian reality which my boss writes. If you 
are interested in finding out more about 
Colombia and its political, economic, and social 
context, please don't hesitate to shoot me an 
email at kara.gbgm@gmail.com to let me know 
that you'd like a copy of the Colombian reality 
analysis once I get it translated. 
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 In late April and early May, I had the distinct 
pleasure (if I dare call it that) of being at the 
2012 General Conference of The United 
Methodist Church. I was volunteering as a young 
adult legislative coordinator with the Love Your 
Neighbor Coalition, which was working for a 
number of social justice concerns, including 
ensuring that marginalized voices were 
welcomed to the table in The UMC, both at and 
outside of General Conference. 
 
It was a really eye-opening experience for me on 
a number of levels. First and foremost, being 
part of the Love Your Neighbor Coalition, I was 
brought to reflect a fair share on how we, as 
Christians, are called to love our neighbors. Of 
course, sometimes this is harder than it sounds. 
Our neighbors sometimes don't agree with us. 
Our neighbors sometimes do things we don't 
like. Our neighbors sometimes do us harm. So in 
these contexts, what does it mean to love our 
neighbors? 
 
Three moments from my work with the coalition 
stand out as lessons in how I can better love my 
neighbors. The first came during the first week 
of General Conference while the legislative 
committees were meeting. After the committee I 
was monitoring let out, I was sitting in on the 
subcommittee discussing human sexuality. That 
meeting had the potential to be intense, but the 
subcommittee had spent time getting to know 
each other, telling their stories. Because of that, 
they had truly grown to love one another, and 
the conversation was more loving and less 
hateful. Loving your neighbor means listening. 
 
My favorite “witness” which was done this year 
by a coalition partner was a flash mob (a bunch 
of people converging on one place to dance 
and/or sing) to “You Can't Stop the Beat” from 
the musical Hairspray. I was able to be part of the 
flash mob, and it was a beautiful, celebratory, 
and welcoming experience. Though we were 
dancing to make a statement about UMC 
policies, we did it in a way that other people 
outside of our group could feel welcomed in and 
would want to be part of it. Loving your 
neighbor is inviting everyone, even those you 
don't always like. 

Finally, after the vote on the human sexuality 
kept language in the Book of Discipline which 
hurts and excludes many people, the Coalition 
went out to the floor of the General Conference 
and shared in communion. The invitation was 
open for anyone to join us who wanted to. In 
that act of communion, we found ourselves 
reconciled – to each other, to ourselves, and to 
God. Loving your neighbor means seeking 
reconciliation. 
 
General Conference certainly had its ups and 
downs, but based on the lessons I learned from 
it, it was an experience which will continue to 
impact my ministry for the rest of my life. While 
I have always had some understanding of what 
it means to love my neighbor, my experiences at 
General Conference have really encouraged me 
to go the extra mile and to take the steps to 
radically and graciously love my neighbors in 
ways which I might not have previously 
considered. 
 
In addition to some important lessons in how to 
love my neighbor, I really enjoyed the time 
during which I was able to reconnect with 
friends and my extended United Methodist 
“family” who I had not seen in a while. It was a 
really refreshing experience to be able to see 
everyone. I got to share a hotel room with two 
other young adult missionaries who were there 
volunteering, as well, so it was great to 
reconnect with them in person for the first time 
since we left for our placements. 
 
In spite of the low points, General Conference 
was a great experience for me. 

 

 

Contact Me! 

You can email me at 
kara.gbgm@gmail.com
, contact me via Skype 
at karajcrawford, find 
me on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/ka
rajcrawford, follow me 
on Twitter 
@revolUMCionaria, 
and follow my blog at 
revolUMCionaria.word
press.com. 

I am also available to 
Skype with groups who 
would be interested in 
talking to me “in 
person” about my 
experiences. If your 
youth group, 
committee, small 
group, covenant group, 
Spanish class, or any 
other group is 
interested in talking to 
me (or if you are 
interested in an 
individual Skype 
session), shoot me an 
email at the above 
address and we can set 
up a time and date! 

If you want to come to 
Colombia, I'm always 
up for visitors, too! 

 

The Methodists Are Coming! 
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Thank you for reading 
my newsletter and 
keeping up-to-date with 
my time as a Mission 
Intern. I really appreciate 
your love and support 
through this process.  
 
Please note that while 
replication of the text of 
this newsletter is 
acceptable, please do not 
use the pictures anywhere 
without my permission. 
 
I hope that you have a 
beautiful summer full of 
newness and adventure, 
and that you might feel 
God's presence with you 
even in the small things – 
in the gentle breezes, in a 
child's laughter, in the 
smell of fresh-cut grass, 
in conversations, in a 
shared meal. 
 
In peace and with much 
love, 
Kara Johansen Crawford 
 
 
 
 

 

Please support me through Covenant Relationship: 

My Missionary Advance # 3021332 
 
You may support my ministry by giving to: 
CEPALC – Advance # 3020449 
 
Send your gifts through The Advance to your conference treasurer or to Advance 
GCFA, PO Box 9068, New York, NY. 10087-9068 with the Advance number clearly 
designated on your check. For more information about developing a Covenant 
Relationship. Visit www.advancinghope.org 

Website/Blog: revolumcionaria.wordpress.com 
 
Email: kara.gbgm@gmail.com 
 
Address: Avenida Calle 63 #74A-81 
 Bloque 5, Apto 1003 
 Bogota, D.C. 
 Colombia  

General Conference Pictures 
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